8o         SIR GOOROODASS BANERJEE

strong in the room of the Chief Justice on the 2Qtht
January, 1904, to present an address to Sir Gooroo-
dass on the eve of his retirement from the Bench.
We have already made reference to the speeches
made on the occasion by the leaders of both the
English and the Indian Bar which show what a high
place the retiring Judge held in the regard, esteem
and affection of the members of the Bar.

Sir Gooroodass's reply to the address was cha-
racterized by that modesty and magnanimity which
were the two great traits of his character and by
that absence of self-assertion which, as a true and
devoted student of the Geeta, guided all his actions
in life. He disclaimed any personal credit for any
success that had attended his work as a Judge. I
quote the following lines from his speech which well
illustrate this side of his character. He said : " You
have been pleased to say many good and kind words
concerning me with much warmth of feeling, and
I trust, you will excuse me if, imbibing the warmth
of feeling about me, I say anything which cool reason
may not strictly approve. We merit praise the
most when we want it the least, and we are utterly
undeserving of it if we actually seek for it. - Now,
whilst there are many who may not stoop so low
as to seek for praise as an incentive for doing their
duty, it is only a few who can aspire so high as to be
able honestly to say that tibie inward satisfaction of
having done their duty perfectly well places them
above all praise. And to the former, therefore,
good words-coming from those whose opinions they
value, after their work is done,, always give gratifh